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A SLEEK
PASSIVE HOUSE 

IN NORWAY

A 1906-MEETS-
NOW COTTAGE IN 

BOOTHBAY

A SOARING 
BARN ON MOUNT 
DESERT ISLAND

DESIGN
VISIONARIES

The most innovative & spirited projects of the year

A KITCHEN FOR 
BAKING IN 

CAPE ELIZABETH

A FLOATING 
POOL RETREAT IN 
KENNEBUNKPORT

AND MORE
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Over the summer, we put out a call for the best of the best. We wanted 
to see fresh, innovative design work from across the state, work from 
every arena—commercial, residential, professional, amateur, interior, 
exterior, furniture, single rooms, even individual design details. If you 
had the coolest drawer pull in York, we wanted to see it!

We debated what to call the selected projects. Winners? Finalists? 
Honorees? With so many incredible submissions, and with so much 
stellar work left on the editorial room floor for no reason beyond page 
count, we decided to forgo official labels. Rather, we’ve included here an 
eclectic mix of projects, all of which meet—in one way or another—the 
übercriteria we use every day: They are all designed with distinction. 

words by  B R I A N  S H U F F

Distinction
2020

Designs of

Situated on a sloped 
lot with few trees, this 
Kevin Browne designed 
home maximizes its 
180-degree view of  
unspoiled marshland. 

The Now:

photo: Jeff Roberts
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Sustainable
Goals
Maine Passive House, Bethel

photographer  I R V I N  S E R R A N O
architect  K A P L A N  T H O M P S O N  A R C H I T E C T S
interior designer  S P R U C E  C O L O R  &  D E S I G N

“ I T ’ S  A M A Z I N G  H O W  M A N Y  B U I L D E R S  O U T  T H E R E  still build like we did 40 years 
ago,” says Jesper Kruse. “If we do new construction, it doesn’t have to be an official, accred-
ited passive house, but we always work towards those principles. I can’t justify any other 
way of building in this day and age.” 

At this Norway residence, that meant bolstering efficiency by constructing an 
extremely well-sealed home—triple-pane windows and a 12-inch-deep wall scheme insu-
lated with cellulose, a substance made from recycled newspaper. The ventilation system 
also includes heat recovery. “The warm air leaving the house and the cool air being pulled 
in both pass through a magic box,” Jesper says. “Inside the box, the two airstreams run 
against each other for heat transfer. It’s almost an 85 percent efficiency. Meaning: If the air 
leaving the home is 70 degrees and the air coming in from outside is zero degrees, then the 
contact they have inside the box raises the incoming air temperature to around 60. Then 
you’re only using electricity to raise its temperature 10 degrees instead of the full 70.”

The cedar on this Norway 
home was milled in Mercer, 
about two hours from where 
it was installed. Structural 
engineering by Casco Bay 
Engineering.


